
We are now reaching the end of the 2017/18 swimming season and everyone is looking forward to a 

summer break, not least of all the swimmers themselves. The British and National Championships 

have been taking place over the past two weeks and six Stratford Sharks swimmers have proudly 

represented us, so for them, the training was intensified and they performed brilliantly at the UK’s 

premier events. All of the results and photo’s are on the club website and Facebook. A well done 

from all of us at TeamSharks, we are very proud of you. 

There are a couple of matters that we need to advise you of prior to our summer shutdown ( 6th – 

19th August ) firstly, as most of you are aware, we have enjoyed having Ian Armiger, a leading 

Coaching Consultant, assisting us for the past year. His contract with us expires at the end of August 

when he will then be leaving us. Ian wishes to thank all the swimmers, coaches and parents for their 

outstanding support and co-operation, he will continue to follow the progress of the club and is sure 

that the club will continue to flourish in the coming years. 

Secondly, and regrettably, we have also to announce that an Administration Charge will be 

introduced to all Open Gala events that members enter on the Cognito forms from 1st September 

2018. In line with common practise within other swimming clubs this covers the cost that the club 

incurs at every gala for poolside passes for all officials, coaches, marshalls etc. The charge will be 

£2.00 per swimmer, regardless of the number of events entered. Previously, we have absorbed this 

cost in the club but find it is no longer possible to carry this extra levy. As an example, the recent 

Boldmere Open Meet cost the club £80 in poolside passes. 

The club is pleased to announce that Murphy Salisbury, Chartered Accountants, of Warwick Road, 

Stratford, have sponsored us again this year and we are extremely grateful for their continued 

support. 

With regards to the entries for Open Meets, we have experienced complaints from various 

promoters that some parents are contacting them directly, usually for late entry applications or 

questioning rejections. We would reiterate the request not to contact the promoters for any reason 

but check with us first regarding any query. 

We would also like to acknowledge the efforts of a team member who does a tremendous amount 

of work for the club behind the scenes, Steve Goldsborough, who’s daughter Maia swims in the P3 

squad, provides us with a first class IT platform which enables the coaches to check on regular 

performance updates on every club swimmer. No mean feat and we are most thankful for Steve’s 

input. 

It is the intention to run a quarterly Newsletter for all club members. We are currently working on 

the template so that we can send further information out in the Autumn.  

This has been a very successful year for Stratford Sharks and everybody connected with the club 

should feel proud of what has been achieved, this applies to both the top and lower age groups. We 

are looking forward to 2018/19 with great optimism and a continuation of the upward trend that 

Stratford Sharks is currently enjoying. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer.…….      


